Minutes of Forest Pines Golf Club AGM
23rd October 2019
Members Present:
Steve Topham, John Gray, Jean Walker, June Marshall, Pep Deluca, Nick Over, Matt Peacock,
Dave Norton, Owen Musgrave, Rick Maxfield, Roger Danby, Mark Thackery, Andy Clayton,
Chinny Mann, Jason Coombs, Syd Gosal, John Meagher, John Carolan, Michael Hill, Karl Dixon,
John Clark, Kay Clark, Lynne Carter, Stan Carter, Paul Moyse, Simon Parrott, Jean Cook, Sue
Over, Eric Lewis, Jacqui Edwards, Sue Harvey, Jenny Swan, Sean Lerup, Greta Pearson, Tinus
Buitendam, Kate Reeves, Paul Marris, Jeff Greenwood, Adam Webb.

Apologies:
Dave Edwards, Vince McAfee, Gill Stephenson, Karen Peill, Steven Whitaker, Danny Carter,
Keith Briggs.

Agenda:
Introduction:
The Club Secretary, Steve Topham opened the meeting, welcoming the current Captains, John
Gray, Jean Walker, past captains and those members present.
Attendance:
Attendees were asked to complete the attendance forms and apologies were accepted.
Mins of Last Meeting:
Copies of last year’s mins were distributed for convenience.
No outstanding actions were noted and these were accepted as a true and accurate record.
Proposed by: Rick Maxfield
Seconded by: Jeff Greenwood
Matters Arising:
Club Secretary (Steve Topham)
ST noted that having taken over from Keith Briggs earlier in the year it has his pleasure to
serve as the Secretary since Keith stepped down in April.
ST passed on his thanks to Keith on behalf of the committee and the Club for all his efforts
over the last 3 years and the ongoing support he continues to provide to ST and the Club.
ST highlighted that the last year has seen some changes in the running of the Committee that
members wouldn’t necessarily appreciate however hoped these have been positive and will
continue to help the Club progress in the future.
ST advised the meeting that there are only two issues that have been raised 7 days prior to
the AGM in keeping with the Constitution. A further item was raised over the last few days
which is included in AOB, these would be addressed in due course after the respective
updates.

Report – Director of Golf (Matt Peacock)
Golf Team Role Changes
MP advised the meeting that the following additions to the team had taken place:
• Adam Webb- New Membership Advisor (Apri)
• Ed James – Teaching Professional
There would also be an appointment of a new Golf Supervisor early next year.
MP also noted Matthew Bradley also left in June 2018.
MP advised the meeting of the following:
Course
The use of white tees will finish on Sunday 27th October.
Leaf work has started for the winter season.
Bunker work has been completed.
In addition to the Middleton way sign a bench has been added to commemorate David
Middleton, a tree has also been planted on Forest 8th adjacent to the green.
MP also thanked David Norton (DN) and his team for consistently ensuring an excellent golf
course throughout the year particularly taking in to account wettest two months (July and
September).
Membership
Adam Webb has successfully been added to the Golf team at Forest Pines and hopefully all
will agree he has made a successful start to his role. Adam is always available for any members
queries and do not hesitate to see him over any issue.
Membership numbers are very strong with 482 members in total (99 full, 14 5day, 343
fairway, 26 other (Junior, Student)).
With Adams help we are continually trying to grow the membership.
Golf Shop
The golf shop has had another successful year, with a wide range of brands and products
being ordered for 2020. At the start of next year the team are looking at doing another launch
night, with all new brands being showcased. A wide range of both men’s and ladies clothing
will be on show.
The shop is keeping hold of successful brands such as Under Armour, Footjoy, Ted Baker and
Hugo Boss. New Brands for next year will be Ping clubs, Cobra clubs, Puma clothing and shoes,
and to please the new captain we have a new brand of shoes coming in that are named after
him (Duca Del Shoes).
Upcoming members offers will include an end of season sale (October), Black Friday sale and
the xmas raffle.
Extra discount when using members credit through Nov/Dec will also be on offer, further
details will follow in the EMP newsletter.
MP asked that is anyone that does not receive email please see Adam to get included.
Teaching Professional
Ed James has also had a successful year in his first season with DTbH and many will have had
lessons with him will know how good a teacher he is. Ed has also been focusing on bringing
new people to the club to attract new members. His idea to bring Karl Morris to Forest Pines
was a great success and also has been working closely with the golf foundation to bring a

winter golf junior coaching programme (information for this will be available very soon) which
hopefully will lead to attract new junior members which is a focus for next year. Ed also has
vast knowledge on club fitting so members are asked to remember this.
Thanks
MP congratulated JG and JW on being Captain and Lady Captain at Forest Pines for the past
year noting both are fantastic ambassadors for the club. MP hoped they continue their
support of the club in their past captains year. MP noted they’ve put a lot of time and effort
throughout the year to promote and develop the club further.
MP also thanked all the committee members for their time and input when attending the
meetings and for everything they do throughout the year. The committee has added some
new faces who have all helped expand the club with the Pro Shop working alongside the
committee, as a result a strong relationship has been created. MP noted a lot of people don’t
realise what goes on ‘behind the scenes’ as it takes a lot of hard work, time and enthusiasm
to be a committee member. Well done to all.
MP wished good luck to PD and JM for the forthcoming year in their captaincy roles. The DTbH
team will continue to support them in their roles and look forward to working with them.
Report – Greenkeepers Course Report (Dave Norton)
DN advised the meeting that ongoing course improvements will continue to be carried out
through the year.
Winter course works consist of the following areas:
The week of the 03/02 the winter works have commenced, turning the 5th pot bunker into a
'durabunker' as was done on Beeches last year. For now, only the back bunker is being
progressed, but there is also plan to redo the front right as and when time permits.
Towards the end of the month, there is a plan to rebuild the top left greenside bunker on the
17th (Pines 8th) and rebuild & extend the men’s 11th tees. At the same time also rebuild the
sleeper steps. Until this is complete and the new tee is ready for play, winter mats will be
located on a flat area or the back of the ladies tee.
At the start of March, there is a plan to rebuild the front greenside bunker on the 23rd
(Beeches 5th). This is now double the size it was originally and is unsafe, we plan to put it back
to its original size and shape.
As usual all of the works will be done with as little disruption to play as possible, but all are
weather and time dependant.
A permanent home, by the putting green, for David Middleton’s bench is planned, however,
the course works will be carried out first as this work can be done as season starts if needed.
General course update:
The very wet end to the year has meant that some of the normal works are behind schedule.
The smaller shady greens are softer and weaker than we would like and there are more wear
areas than normal.
As the weather changes and the grass starts to grow, this will rectify itself, in the meantime
DN asked for assistance by keeping trolleys well away from the greens and repair all the pitch
marks.
Work over the last year:

The pot bunkers on 21st (Beeches 3rd) & 26th (Beeches 8th) have all been rebuilt.
A sleeper/AstroTurf pathway has been added to the Forest 6th green.
Report – Men’s Captain (John Gray)
JG reflected on the past year, thanking RM for affording him the opportunity and honour to
be the Captain of the club over the last year.
JG passed on his thanks to MP and the team in the Pro Shop for all their effort/support over
the last year. JG also expressed his thanks to KP and her team in helping organise events
during the course of the year. DN was also thanked in terms of the condition of the course.
Thanks, was also afforded for the committee noting the amount of work that they do in the
background that is often not appreciated by the members which was manifest by the lack of
support at certain events.
The whole B Team squad was congratulated for their help in winning Division 2 this season,
especially past captain John Carolan who was the highest points scorer. JG noted that we have
some nice courses to play next season as a result.
JG also noted that he and JW had a wonderful captain’s weekend and thanked all those who
supported the event, which was really appreciated.
On the summer Hawaiian charity ball this year JG reflected that from the feedback received
that all that attended had a great time, however he noted that it was a shame that very few
members bothered to support such worthy causes as Macmillan Cancer Support and the
Stroke Association on the night but over the past year a grand total of £2189.18 was raised,
which was brilliant.
JG also thanked JW as the Lady Captain, who stepped up for a second consecutive term in
office. As Captains they have been very fortunate to have played a few courses around the
country and on each occasion, JW has been the perfect ambassador for the club. In Dumfries
they came agonisingly close to winning an open comp where JG had his first and only hole in
one. As a token of his appreciation JG gave JW a present in recognition.
JG also thanked Vice Captain’s PD and JM, for their support this last year noting that they will
no doubt give their captaincies all, wishing them good luck.
Report – Men’s Vice Captain (Pep Deluca)
PD formally thanked JG and JW their efforts and support over the previous year and how he
would be looking forward to working with JM in the coming year.
PD noted that he considered it honor to represent the club as Captain and again thanks JG for
making him his Vice.
PD thanked MP, KP and DN for their support on behalf of both himself and the members and
again noted how he was looking forward to working with them in the upcoming year.
The fixture book for 2020 is currently being developed and the Forest Pines Handicap team
have secured promotion as such any support next year would be much appreciated.
PD advised the meeting that his nominated charity would be the Health Tree Foundation.
Finally PD thanked the Committee for their hard work and reminded members that all are
here to help with any problems or queries, as such Members should feel free to contact
members of the Committee.
Report – Lady Captain (Jean Walker)
As current Lady Captain JW wished all a warm welcome to Forest Pines AGM 2019.

JW noted that as most are aware this is the second continuous year as Lady Captain and one
that JW was glad not to miss.
JW considered herself extremely lucky to have had a great Lady Vice Captain by her side who
was, and is, nothing but supportive. JW thanked June Marshall for being the Vice-Captain. JW
also worked alongside two fabulous men’s Captains, RM last year and JG this year and also
mentioned this year’s Men’s Vice Captain (PD). JW noted they have had what is considered
to be a really good year, good fun and hard work.
Nationally we were very proud to see Pat Donaldson and Jean Love make it too the regional
finals of the Coronation Foursomes and then Sue Harvey and Gill Stephenson in the Daily Mail
Foursomes; well done to all ladies noting its always an honour to represent the club.
As a league team Forest Pines Ladies played some fantastic golf this year and retained their
place in the third division – by no means an easy feat due to low membership in the ladies
section, however JW thanked each and every one for playing and ensuring wherever possible
they kept the league dates available in order to represent Forest Pines.
JW also thanked the ladies’ section for their support over the past year and again for
supporting the Captains weekend and for those ladies who were able to attend the Lady
Captains away day at Breadsall Priory. Unfortunately, they didn’t manage to get much golf in
due to the weather conditions but this was made up by having a fun evening.
JW mentioned Sue Harvey who retained her title as Ladies Club Champion, and Kay Clark who
won the Nett trophy this year, well done to both.
JW also mentioned the mixed friendlies this year and hoped that all will be encouraged to
play in these matches next year, always having a fun time trying to beat the opposition albeit
in a friendly manner. This year a new friendly match was added to the fixtures list playing The
Oaks, home and away, noting what a great fixture it turned out to be. JW encouraged all to
get a playing partner as soon as the fixtures are out and get your names down for that match.
Again, on a positive note the section have retained the Cup against Belton Woods so the
trophy remains in our possession for the second year running after Belton winning it for 4
years prior.
JW passed on her thanks to MP, Dan and John in the Pro Shop who have all been such a
support over the past couple of years, noting that without their help our major comps would
not have gone so smoothly, taking it all in their stride especially when something was
forgotten. JW also thanked the committee who relentlessly work on our behalf and give up
their time to improve club facilities, remembering that all volunteers and are truly committed
to the roles undertaken.
Before asking the Vice Captain to come up JW said a few words about this year’s men’s captain
noting JG has been an amazing Captain, being very careful to make sure he gets everything
right throughout the year, he has been diligent and thorough and worked extremely hard to
ensure he represented FP appropriately. JW noted that when she agreed to stay as Lady
Captain both JG and PD said they would look after her and although this was taken with a
pinch of salt that is exactly what they have done to the point that she has felt superfluous at
times. JW passed her thanks to them both.
The Captains have been very lucky to have had the chance to play some fantastic courses over
the past few months, with the courtesy of the course and a great time was had with JG
organising the whole agenda.

Report – Ladies Vice Captain (June Marshall)
JM noted this was her 3rd time as Vice/Ladies Captain and thanked JW for her efforts and
support, noting that with JG they have travelled and played a number of wonderful courses
whilst still being fully committed to Forest Pines and have raised monies for Charity.
JM advised the meeting that she joined the club after 2 years of being open and felt immense
pride driving into Forest Pines, an ‘Oasis’ that David Middleton and Gill Stephenson had
created. JM also noted that DN and his staff maintain the course to a high standard. She went
on to thank the staff in the Pro Shop and the bar staff.
JM mentioned PD will be the youngest ever Captain of the club and as Vice-Captain and he
has more than proved himself having great energy, enthusiasm and a willingness to listen
being extremely reliable. JM also noted PD had an ability to make people feel at ease.
Appointment of 2019/20 Vice Captains (Pep Deluca/June Marshall)
PD and JM as the nominated Captains for 2019/20 nominated John and Kay Clark as the
respective Vice Captains for the year and ultimately becoming the Captains in the 25th year of
the club.
Proposed: Pep Del Luca
Seconded: June Marshall
No other nominations were put forward and the vote was unanimously carried.
Report – Junior Captain (Sam Yates)
SY was unable to attend the meeting and gave his apologies.
Report – Treasurer (Nick Over)
Copies of the year end accounts have been distributed for convenience. NO gave an overview
of the year end accounts and noted that the clubs accounts are in good order.
Points of issue addressed to Club Secretary by 7 days prior to date of this meeting
Constitution
ST (Club Secretary) put forward a number of proposed amendments to the Constitution, a
track changed copy of which was distributed for convenience. ST discussed the proposed
changes with those present and answered a small number of questions following which the
changes were put to the meeting for ratification.
Proposed: Steve Topham
Seconded: Pep Del Luca
Following a vote which was unanimous, the changes were approved.
Club Championship
Following a number of discussions of the Committee ST was asked to raise a number of
proposals for discussion at the AGM relating to the Club Championship, these being; the
playing consecutive weekends as oppose to the same weekend. Playing on the final day in the
order of standing as oppose to playing in handicap order. Booking through HDID as oppose to
using the sheet posted in the office/changing room area. Following some debate, it was
agreed that the current arrangements relating playing on consecutive days and playing in
handicap order should remain. JG noted that the new HDID system would allow for online
booking moving forward.

Appointment of Committee Members
ST reiterated his thanks to Keith Briggs for his contributions over the last 3 years.
ST noted that following a number of members offering their support last year the Committee
has a strong, regular attendance which demonstrates the high level of commitment to the
club. ST took the opportunity to thank those who continue to serve on the Committee on a
voluntary basis.
Club Secretary
Given officers on the Committee are for a 3-year term and with the resignation of Keith earlier
in the year the only position currently up for election is the position of Secretary.
ST suggested he would be happy to continue in the role.
Proposed: Pep Del Luca
Seconded: June Marshall
No other nominations were put forward and the vote was unanimously carried.
AOB
ST invited members to raise any other business however it was reiterated that as any points
raised were not forwarded to the Secretary 7 days in advance, as per the Constitution, these
would likely be addressed at the next Committee meeting.
Roll up tee times not being available on a Sat morning JG. MP noted this matter appeared to
be a one off and has subsequently been resolved.
Provision of notices on Pines 9 ref balls from Beeches 9th (JT)
Provision of a Suggestion Box (JT)
Provision of a longer flag on Forest 5 (JT)
Speed of play/Increasing the price to play (EL)
Practice on tees - Beeches 1st (PM)
Lack of mid-week competitions (JG/SC)
Provision of a chipping area (MH)
Improve communications with members (AC)
Provision of a net to the driving range following a recent accident (PD) ongoing
ST thanked all for attendance and closed the meeting at 20.17.

